
 

 

 

 
                                       
 
 
 
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

YOUR CODE PROFESSIONALS: 
Administrative Personnel: 

Scott Qualle, Designated Building Official  Ty Turnquist, Operations Director, Senior Commercial Plans Examiner 
Kandis Hanson, Relationship Manager  Tracy Montgomery, Office Manager 

Inspection Personnel 
Dale Engelmann     Steve Horsman     Karl Horning     Dean Mau     Ermias Mekonnen     Derek Qualle     Nick Qualle     Tracy Reimann 

Office Support Personnel 
Brandy Blauert Wendy Morrissey    Tamara Stuart 

Stay connected!  Look for our page on FACEBOOK   
(MNSPECT – A Full-time Building Code Administration Service 

Provider) or follow us on Twitter (MNSPECT, LLC)! 

Stay connected with the 

MNSPECT MINUTE 
March 2017 

TALK TO YOUR NEIGHBOR……  
Having had a career as a local government leader, I thought I had a good bead on people and a keen sense of my 
surroundings.  However, I was taken by surprise when my neighbor to the rear of my property stepped around the end of 
my hedge to talk as I was mowing grass. 
 

I hadn’t met him before that time and found him nice enough.  What caught me flat-footed was his request that I shear the 
hedge on his side.  Whereas I liked the hedge tall and natural, this is where we departed.  He explained that the 
unwieldiness made it difficult to maintain the grass on his side and mowing would be made easier if it were trimmed back. 
 

Here is where the lesson came in: My neighbor and I had a difference of perspectives.  I couldn’t know how the 
uncontrolled hedge on his side made life difficult for him.  Rather than him bottling up his frustration, he made the choice to 
‘talk to his neighbor.’  Rather than popping a cork, he was civil and friendly when he explained his dilemma.  I couldn’t 
have known this was bothering him but when he rationally explained, I was grateful to know his thoughts and readily 
complied with his request, wanting to be a good neighbor.  After all, a good relationship with my neighbors was important to 
me! 
 

Here is my challenge to you: If you would like something different from those who live around you, ‘talk to your neighbor.’  
Find some common ground by having a face-to-face.  When you do so, take care with your words and your tone so the end 
result is good for both, and so that you grow a trusting and respectful neighbor relationship.  Know in advance others have 
their own individual perspective, and do your best to see it their way.  – Kandis Hanson, Relationship Manager 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
 

City of Glencoe (26 years)      City of Lester Prairie (20 years) 
Waterford Township (3 year)    Nick Qualle (12 years)  Ty Turnquist (12 years) Happy St. Patrick’s Day 

 

Questions about a future project? Call us at 952-442-7520 or 
e-mail us at info@mnspect.com.  Be ready to start your spring 

project – get your plans in for review SOON! 

Frost Footings – As the ground starts 
to thaw and you begin to think of the 
new deck or addition you want to build 
this summer, you might want to know a 
little more about frost footings.  As 
underground water freezes in the 
winter, it expands.  This causes the rise 
and fall of soil resulting in in the 
movement of posts, landings, decks, 
stairs, etc. 
 
You can protect this movement, and 
subsequent damage to your structure, 
by building frost footings.  In Minnesota, 
footings are required to be either 42 or 
60 inches deep – based on the line on 
the map (right).  When you submit your 
building plans to the City for a permit, 
the plans’ Examiner will verify that the 
plans meet this requirement.  A footing 
inspection will be required to verify the 
footings are done correctly.  

Residential builders, 
remodelers, and roofers:   
Check your license expiration date!  March 31 
is the last day of a two year license cycle.  
Every two years you need a minimum of 14 
hours of continuing education – at least one 
of those hours must be related to the energy 
code.  For more information on your licensing 
status, visit: 
https://secure.doli.state.mn.us/lookup/licensin
g.aspx 
Without a valid license, a licensed contractor 
cannot obtain a building permit or perform any 
construction work. 
MNSPECT will be offering classes throughout 
March for those that have been busy or have 
simply procrastinated.   
Call 952-442-7520 for more information or 
visit us: http://www.mnspect.com/ce/ 


